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THE UNIVERSITY

Brigham Young University offers an exceptional educational 
opportunity for the well-prepared graduate student who is 
seeking an environment where learning experiences with 

dedicated scholars characterize graduate study. Established and 
sponsored by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
BYU is the largest privately owned university in the United States. 
The university president, Kevin J Worthen, is directly responsi-
ble to the board of trustees, led by the president of The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and composed of Church 
authorities. In a time of constantly changing human values and 
increased challenges for higher education, BYU holds steadfastly 
to a singular vision that combines reasoned and revealed learn-
ing. Along with extensive undergraduate programs, BYU offers 
master’s and doctoral degrees in a variety of disciplines through 
approximately fifty graduate departments. 

Founded in 1875 as Brigham Young Academy, the campus has grown from one building to more than 300 buildings 
on more than 600 acres. Its first class of twenty-nine students was taught by the academy’s founding scholar, Karl G. 
Maeser. Now more than 1,500 full-time faculty instruct 33,000 students. From its modest beginnings Brigham Young 
University has grown to become a distinguished institution of private higher education. At BYU teaching and scholarly 
research are valued as essential complements of one another. Faculty and students work side by side in collegial scholar-
ship enhanced by mutual commitment to the highest ideals of professional ethics and spiritual values. 

Situated at the foot of the beautifully rugged Wasatch Range of the Rocky Mountains and bounded on the west by 
twenty-three-mile-long Utah Lake, the campus is the focal point of a city of 118,000 and a valley of 540,000. Beyond it to 
the south and east are spectacular areas of vast sandstone canyons and monoliths, several of which are national parks. 
Forty-five miles north is Salt Lake City. The faculty at BYU have been schooled at some of the leading universities of the 
nation as well as of other countries, and many of them have achieved national and international prominence as teachers 
and scholars.

Back
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome to Brigham Young University. This catalog contains infor-
mation about BYU’s graduate degree requirements, policies, and 
course offerings, as well as the University’s distinctive mission, 

which reflects the values of our sponsoring institution, The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter- day Saints. 

BYU’s graduate study programs are designed to provide a depth of disci-
plinary knowledge, a breadth of scientific and creative discovery, and the rigor 
of individual and collective investment where teachers and students work 
together as partners in significant endeavors. Through graduate study, you 
become not only a consumer of, but also a contributor to, the world’s store 
of knowledge. Please take advantage of the tremendous resources available 
to you on campus. Through devoted study, observation, and contemplation, 
your disciplinary skills will be expanded and enhanced, and your life will be 
changed forever. 

We are delighted that you have chosen to pursue your graduate studies here. 
May your experience provide not only the opportunity, but also the ability, to 
make a difference in the world. Best wishes as you begin this new journey of 
discovery and enlightenment. 

—Kevin Worthen

Back
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MISSION AND AIMS OF A  
BYU EDUCATION

BYU MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of Brigham Young University - founded, supported, and guided by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints - is to assist individuals in their quest for perfection and eternal life. That assistance should provide a period of 
intensive learning in a stimulating setting where a commitment to excellence is expected and the full realization of human 
potential is pursued. 

All instruction, programs, and services at BYU, including a wide variety of extracurricular experiences, should make their 
own contribution toward the balanced development of the total person. Such a broadly prepared individual will not only 
be capable of meeting personal challenge and change but will also bring strength to others in the tasks of home and fam-
ily life, social relationships, civic duty, and service to mankind. 

To succeed in this mission the university must provide an environment enlightened by living prophets and sustained by 
those moral virtues which characterize the life and teachings of the Son of God. In that environment these four major 
educational goals should prevail: 

• All students at BYU should be taught the truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Any education is inadequate which 
does not emphasize that His is the only name given under heaven whereby mankind can be saved. Certainly all 
relationships within the BYU community should reflect devout love of God and a loving, genuine concern for the 
welfare of our neighbor. 

• Because the gospel encourages the pursuit of all truth, students at BYU should receive a broad university educa-
tion. The arts, letters, and sciences provide the core of such an education, which will help students think clearly, 
communicate effectively, understand important ideas in their own cultural tradition as well as that of others, and 
establish clear standards of intellectual integrity. 

• In addition to a strong general education, students should also receive instruction in the special fields of their 
choice. The university cannot provide programs in all possible areas of professional or vocational work, but in those 
it does provide the preparation must be excellent. Students who graduate from BYU should be capable of compet-
ing with the best in their fields. 

• Scholarly research and creative endeavor among both faculty and students, including those in selected graduate 
programs of real consequence, are essential and will be encouraged. 

In meeting these objectives BYU’s faculty, staff, students, and administrators should also be anxious to make their ser-
vice and scholarship available to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in furthering its work worldwide. In an 
era of limited enrollments, BYU can continue to expand its influence both by encouraging programs that are central to the 
Church’s purposes and by making its resources available to the Church when called upon to do so. 

We believe the earnest pursuit of this institutional mission can have a strong effect on the course of higher education and 
will greatly enlarge Brigham Young University’s influence in a world we wish to improve. 

- Approved by the BYU Board of Trustees 
November 4, 1981 

Back



7

Graduate Studies Catalog 2022–2023

AIMS OF A BYU EDUCATION 

Education is the power to think clearly, the power to act well in the world’s work, and the power to appreciate life. 

- Brigham Young1 

The mission of Brigham Young University is “to assist individuals in their quest for perfection and eternal life” (hereafter 
Mission Statement). To this end, BYU seeks to develop students of faith, intellect, and character who have the skills and 
the desire to continue learning and to serve others throughout their lives. These are the common aims of all education at 
BYU. Both those who teach in the classroom and those who direct activities outside the classroom are responsible for 
contributing to this complete educational vision. 

The statement that follows reaffirms and expands on the earlier and more general Mission Statement adopted in 1981. As 
the quotations under each heading suggest, this document also draws on the religious and educational teachings of the 
university’s founding prophet, Brigham Young. Quotations within the text come from the scriptures and from the counsel 
of modern prophets, whose teachings about BYU lay the foundation of the university’s mission. 

The following four sections discuss the expected outcomes of the BYU experience. A BYU education should be (1) spir-
itually strengthening, (2) intellectually enlarging, and (3) character building, leading to (4) lifelong learning and service. 
Because BYU is a large university with a complex curriculum, the intellectual aims are presented here in somewhat greater 
detail than the other aims. Yet they are deliberately placed within a larger context. The sequence flows from a conscious 
intent to envelop BYU’s intellectual aims within a more complete, even eternal, perspective that begins with spiritual 
knowledge and ends with knowledge applied to the practical tasks of living and serving. 

Spiritually Strengthening 

Brother Maeser, I want you to remember that you ought not to teach even the alphabet or the multiplication tables without 
the Spirit of God. 

- Brigham Young2 

The founding charge of BYU is to teach every subject with the Spirit. It is not intended “that all of the faculty should be 
categorically teaching religion constantly in their classes, but [that every] teacher in this institution would keep his sub-
ject matter bathed in the light and color of the restored gospel.”3 

This ideal arises from the common purpose of all education at BYU — to build testimonies of the restored gospel of Jesus 
Christ. A shared desire to “seek learning, even by study and also by faith” (D&C 88:118) knits BYU into a unique educa-
tional community. The students, faculty, and staff in this community possess a remarkable diversity of gifts, but they all 
think of themselves as brothers and sisters seeking together to master the academic disciplines while remaining mas-
tered by the higher claims of discipleship to the Savior. 

A spiritually strengthening education warms and enlightens students by the bright fire of their teachers’ faith while 
enlarging their minds with knowledge. It also makes students responsible for developing their own testimonies by stren-
uous effort. Joseph Smith’s words apply equally to faculty and students at BYU: “Thy mind, O man! if thou wilt lead a 
soul unto salvation, must stretch as high as the utmost heavens, and search into and contemplate the darkest abyss, 
and the broad expanse of eternity — thou must commune with God.”4 Students need not ignore difficult and important 
questions. Rather, they should frame their questions in prayerful, faithful ways, leading them to answers that equip them 
to give “a reason of the hope that is in” them (1 Peter 3:15) and to articulate honestly and thoughtfully their commitments 
to Christ and to his Church. 
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Accountancy – Professional (MAcc)
Marriott School of Business

APPLICATION DEADLINE

Fall: Mar 1

CONTACT INFORMATION

558 TNRB, Provo, UT 84602-3068 
(801) 422-3951 
soa@byu.edu 
Website

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Required Tests 
GMAT (average range 650–680) 

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

1. Premanagement and preaccounting courses
2. 3.0 overall GPA

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

Required credit hours: 36 

Professional Accountancy: ACC 515, 522, 525, 530, 531, 540, 541. Marriott School electives: 18 hours from the elec-
tive course list.

PROGRAM OUTCOMES

Stronger Testimony of Jesus Christ 
Express a stronger testimony of Jesus Christ and of his gospel. 

Hard Work 
Work hard and appreciate hard work. 

Master Accounting and Business Content 
Demonstrate mastery of content areas of accounting and business. 

Think Critically 
Think critically: Evaluate information objectively through research, data analysis, and technical knowledge resulting in 
high quality professional judgments. 

Use Technology 
Use Technology: Become comfortable and curious using technology to solve problems and enhance performance. 

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

https://marriott.byu.edu/acc/macc/what-will-i-study/program-overview/
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Accountancy – Tax (MAcc)
Marriott School of Business

APPLICATION DEADLINE

Fall: Mar 1

CONTACT INFORMATION

558 TNRB, Provo, UT 84602-3068 
(801) 422-3951 
soa@byu.edu 
Website

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Required Tests 
GMAT (average range 650–680) 

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

1. Premanagement and preaccounting courses
2. 3.0 overall GPA

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

Required credit hours: 36 

Tax: ACC 503, 523, 525, 560, 561, 562, 563, 566. MAcc elective: 3 hours from the Tax elective course list; Marriott 
School electives: 9 hours from the elective course list.

PROGRAM OUTCOMES

Stronger Testimony of Jesus Christ 
Express a stronger testimony of Jesus Christ and of his gospel. 

Hard Work 
Work hard and appreciate hard work. 

Master Accounting and Business Content 
Demonstrate mastery of content areas of accounting and business. 

Think Critically 
Think critically: evaluate information objectively through research, data analysis, and technical knowledge resulting in 
high quality professional judgments. 

Use Technology 
Use Technology: Become comfortable and curious using technology to solve problems and enhance performance. 

Interact with Others 
Interact with others: Act ethically, work well with others, communicate effectively, both orally and in writing, appreciate 
and leverage diversity, embrace culture, and be able to lead and to follow. 

Interact with Others 
Interact with others: Act ethically, work well with others, communicate effectively, both orally and in writing, appreciate 
and leverage diversity, embrace culture, and be able to lead and to follow. 

Embrace Continuous Learning 
Embrace continuous Learning: Actively engage in continuous improvement, desirous and able to be self-taught and 
learn new concepts.

https://marriott.byu.edu/acc/macc/what-will-i-study/program-overview/

